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The New Season is Almost Upon Us
 “….. and a 2nd Red Bus is now going down the Harleyford Road” -

Courtesy ‘Henry Blofeld’

Last season was arguably our most successful, with all three XI’s competing for promotion at some time during the season.  However, only the 2nd XI, admirably led by Nigel Halliday, were able to maintain the challenge and deservedly gained promotion to the 4th Division as Champions.

Having waited a very long 8 years for a first championship and promotion on the field of play, just like waiting for the proverbial Red Bus, another promotion has now come along a few minutes later, with the news that following some re-organisation of the League the 3rd XI are going to be playing in Division 5 this year, which of course would not have been possible if the 2nd’s hadn’t gained promotion.

This further promotion is great news for the Club and the 3rd XI in particular, presenting the opportunity for a full fixture list to be enjoyed.

With a full league fixture list for three Saturday teams and Sunday matches from the middle of April to the end of September, on many weekends the Club will need to be selecting from a regular pool of at least 50 players  and perhaps even more when the holiday season starts.  Which brings me to something of a pet ‘hobby horse’.
It never ceases to surprise me how few games some of the Club’s members actually play in a season; it upsets me even more to see some of the Club’s more accomplished players only playing 10 or 12 in a season.  Between the ages of 15 and 45, I used to play around 35 games on Saturdays and Sundays and at least another 15 midweek games for Reading, making in an average season 50 plus.  Even today at ……. years of age, I will be disappointed if I don’t play 25.

Of course, I have to accept that everyone is not as committed to cricket as the six or seven members who will play 35-40 plus games for the Club this year, and time – especially with family commitments - will often influence availability.  However, I am absolutely convinced that a little more ‘Ring Fencing’, particularly of Saturday afternoons, would produce more regular availability, some of the reasons I heard for players not being available on some key Saturdays last year, were to say the least …….. disappointing.  In fact, on some occasions, it would have been better not to hear.

Just to prove that I’m practising what I preach, following the ticket ballot for this year’s Ashes series, I’m going to one of the one-day matches but have already passed on my ticket for the Saturday of the Lords Test, much preferring to play the game instead of watching.
Eddie Ellie – Club President

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________________________________
Our Sponsors
T&TCC would like to express it’s appreciation to the following local businesses who have already agreed to support the cricket club for the 2005 season.
If you know of anyone who may be interested in supporting T&TCC by placing an advert in the Fixtures Card, having a banner at the ground, sponsoring match balls, having their name associated with the Primary Schools Kwik Cricket Festival or any other way please contact the Club Chairman
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Keep up to date with Club News by visiting www.thealeandtilehurstcc.co.uk

2005 Season Captains Previews

1st XI Preview

The 2004 season saw the 1st XI establish itself in the First Division as again a best ever finish was achieved. 

The abiding memory however, is one of missed opportunities and frustration in not putting away inferior teams and taking promotion to the Premier Division. Too often we were unable to chase fairly small targets and we ended up losing eight of our league matches. We have to put this right in order to progress further. 

The batting will again be led by myself and Mohammed Jamil. Hopefully James Codd will be injury free and able to give the innings the solid foundations at the top of the order. The return of Dennis Robertson to Saturday cricket will help to solidify the middle order with Andy Johnson, and there will be competition for places offered by the likes of Mike Toyer and Ed Choules.

The bowling remains full of variety. Mo Iqbal will again lead the new ball charge, with seam support offered by Chris Lemm, Neill Halliday and Osman Mahmood. After them comes the spin of Brian Cooper, the 'allsorts' of Andy and the pace of Jamil. Phil Jenkins, as the best keeper in the club, will again be in charge of the gloves. We also have depth in the all-rounders category, with both Mark Mason and Nigel Halliday pushing for places.

My first season as captain promises to be very exciting as well as challenging. Taking over the reins from Brian I inherit a team on the up, full of potential and capable of great things. The batsmen need to show more application, to sell their wickets higher and to occupy the crease for longer. The bowlers need to have more consistent control in order that we can more regularly bowl sides out when fielding second. In the field we have to remain on top of our game for the whole forty five overs and not have 'ten over' lapses that occurred too often last year.

There is no doubt that we have the talent within the club to gain promotion. If we perform consistently as a unit, and put it all together, we will achieve the goal. We must remain united as a team and support everyone within it to succeed. 

We are the best team in this division. Let us show the rest what we are made of. Promotion.

Good luck to all the teams for the coming season.

Phil Stephens – Club Captain
2ndXI Preview

Greetings!  It is almost the end of February and the days are getting longer, and that means the new cricket season is almost upon us.  Yes, ‘Cricket’ – that fine game and the only one at that to include breaks for ‘a cup of tea and some cake’.  Now that alone sounds like a good enough reason to play.  

The following paragraphs may sound like a politician rallying his/hers troops before an election – but neither am I a politician and nor is there an election.  What is imminent is the start of a new cricket season!  And while cups of tea and slices (plural!) of cakes may be a good enough incentive for some, it frankly just isn’t cricket.

I’m sure many of you are raring to go and emulate the likes of Flintoff, Pieterson and Hoggard.  Well you need not look that far.  The Theale and Tilehurst 2nd XI won their division last year and were promoted to Division 4 of the Berkshire Cricket League.  Many clubs can put out a good 1st XI, but the true strength of a cricket club lies in its 2nd XI.  And we can boast a championship winning 2nd XI side.  And what better, than to repeat those performances again.  So to all you fine Galacticos of the T&T C.C, ‘it is time to rumble’; find your whites, cut down the drinking, get some net practise in and prepare yourselves for another successful season.  

Cricket is a TEAM game, a union of individuals.  But it is what the TEAM does that matters, not the performances of the individuals.  Looking through last years’ score book, it is clear that every player made a telling contribution over the season.  Everybody played their part, and that is sign of a TEAM that is going upwards and onwards.  So come on, let us do it again.

As the new 2nd XI captain, I am more than confident that we’ll have a successful and enjoyable summer in 2005.  Our objectives for this season are simply “to play good positive winning cricket and enjoy each other’s company as ONE TEAM”.  That means we are going to bat well, bowl well and field well.  It’s not only what we play but how we play it that gives us the satisfaction.  And as captain, I will do my very best to help us meet these objectives.  

I hope to see you all at the indoor nets and thereafter at the games outdoors.  And as a way of incentive, I have decided not to eat cows anymore and will do my utmost not to use gallons of pickle in my sandwiches.  Cheers

Micky Mehta – 2nd XI Captain
Friendly XI Preview

I’m looking forward to the new season already, not least because I missed half of the last one.  We have a few new fixtures arranged, along with many of the established ones, and I’m hoping we can show a little more consistency than last year and achieve some better results.  I’m hoping that some of the younger players will make themselves available regularly, and if they do then they will get plenty of opportunities to show what they can do and develop themselves in senior cricket alongside some of the established players.

James Codd – Friendly XI Captain
3rd XI Preview

I must firstly thank all the players who turned out for the 3rd team last season, I’m sure they will agree we have a good team spirit and it’s great to see some of the good colts players coming through and beginning to settle into senior cricket.  My thanks must also go to Dave Harvey for his support as Vice Captain, without his help I would have a lot more to think about on match days.

For those who have not yet heard the 3rds have been promoted to Division 5 on the back of finishing 3rd in Division 6 last season and a couple of teams dropping out of the Berkshire League (if another 40 drop out we will be playing in the Premier Division!!).

Now we can look forward to the new season with a few different teams to play against and perhaps more fixtures being honoured.

Good luck to all the teams

Bob Williams – 3rd XI Captain
___________________________________________________________________________________
Secretary’s Update by James Codd
The AGM in November 2004 proved to be a successful evening, with a good turnout of members from across all the teams.  For the benefit of those who were not able to make it, the elections at the AGM produced the following Officers & Committee members:

Officers:

President – Eddie Ellis

Chairman – Philip Jenkins

Club Captain – Phil Stephens

Secretary – James Codd

Treasurer – Ralph Jenkins

Committee:

Club Development Officer – Philip Jenkins

Membership Secretary – Edward Choules

Colts Manager – Brian Cooper

2nd XI Captain – Micky Mehta

3rd XI Captain – Bob Williams

Sunday Captain – James Codd

Fixtures Secretary – John Morris

Club Welfare Officer – Andy Johnson

General Committee Members – Nigel Halliday, Mo Iqbal, Mark Mason, Pete Moore, Andy Rutter.
The Committee meet monthly, on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, in the Peter Gooch Room at Theale, starting at 7.30pm.  There is an Open Forum for Club members at the beginning of each meeting, so if you have a question for the Committee, or an idea to put forward, why not come along and have your say.  Alternatively, you can approach me or any Committee member to put your point of view across.  The Committee is always willing to listen to new ideas and different view points.

Indoor Nets begin on Wednesday 16th March 2005 at Prospect Technology College.  We have booked the sports hall between 7.30 – 9pm, and there are 5 weekly sessions.  Please come along if you can.

We are in need of some volunteers to act as Umpires in League matches on Saturdays.  If you are willing to stand, or know of someone who might like to, please contact one of the Committee.

The Berkshire League Divisions have been published and the 3rd XI have been promoted to Division 5 after finishing 3rd in Div 6 last season.  Congratulations to them, and best of luck in Division 5 this year.  The 1st XI continue in Division 1, and the 2nd XI are in Division 4.

Colts Preview

As you read this the colts’ season has already been underway for some weeks.  Initial practice sessions for those under thirteen started in January.  The remaining net dates are:

·      U13s: 7-8pm on Friday evenings at Little Heath School until 8th April

·      U15s: 8-9pm on Friday evenings at Little Heath School until 8th April

Initial numbers at the practice sessions have been good with some promising young players who will hopefully continue their development when we move outside and start playing matches.  If you know any young people interested in playing cricket please advise them of the above practice dates or ask them to contact me.

One of the intentions of the club is to develop its colts set up.  We hope in the next year or two to play our first matches at under eleven level and also hope to reinstate some matches at under seventeen level.  To do this we need more volunteers to come forward to help; this could be either on an occasional, semi-regular or regular basis and we would encourage club members, parents and guardians, friends and family to get involved. If people are able to help at matches (e.g. umpiring or scoring) or at practice sessions on Wednesday evenings this would add significantly to what we are able to offer the junior section as a club.  

I’m sure everyone recognises the advantages of having a junior section, all of us playing in the senior sides have played with either current or ex-colts that have made significant contributions both with bat or ball and in the field.  Hopefully this will continue in the 2005 season and beyond.  For this to happen we need a strong junior section to keep bringing the younger players through.

See you all on the field in 2005, hopefully it will build on the success of 2004.

Brian Cooper - Colts Manager
T&TCC Welfare of Young People Policy

Theale and Tilehurst Cricket Club is committed to ensuring the club provides a safe, friendly and enjoyable experience for children and vulnerable adults.

Theale and Tilehurst Cricket Club aims to ensure a duty of care to all members of the club by adopting and implementing the ECB “Safe Hands – Welfare of Young People in Cricket” Policy and any future versions of the Policy.
Umpires & Scorers

This remains a real challenge for the club.  We are in need of umpires for our senior Saturday XI’s playing Berkshire League cricket.

A small payment could be offered as well as transport to games (and no doubt the odd drink in the club house after the game!).

The club can arrange full coaching for anyone interested in either umpiring or scoring.

If you are willing to stand as an umpire or score or if you know anyone who may be interested (either on a regular or occasional basis) please contact the Club Chairman 
Nets

Senior indoor nets have been booked for 7.30-9.00pm on Wednesday evenings at Prospect College from 16th March until 11th April.

Please make every effort to attend nets so that we can get the 2005 season off to a flying start

4th Annual Kwik Cricket Festival

T&TCC is hosting its 4th Annual Kwik Cricket Festival for the local primary schools at the Englefield Road Ground on 7th June between midday and 4.00pm

Please note the date in your diaries – all offers of help on the day would be greatly appreciated, please contact the Club Chairman
The FOCUS for 2005
I believe that 2005 is the most important year in the Club’s history since the merger in 1997 for a couple of reasons;
Firstly, and as the playing previews allude to, following the success of last season the club has good solid foundations upon which to build.  It is critical that we are able to continue our progress on the field in order to achieve our vision “to be the premier club of West Berkshire playing within the Berkshire League”

Secondly, and perhaps more critically, we have been accepted as a Focus Club for 2005, one of only 8 clubs in Berkshire this year.
Remember our objectives;

“To provide the facilities and infrastructure to play cricket and to promote an interest in the game in the wider community so as to secure the long term future of the club”
“To be a successful playing club, playing cricket at the highest level, whilst retaining strong links and relations with the local community”
To be considered for Focus Club status a club needs to demonstrate a commitment to increase the participation in and development of cricket at all levels.
To this end Committee have been working hard on producing what will become a rolling 10 year Club Development Plan to be endorsed by the Berkshire Cricket Development Officer (ECB).  We have also made a commitment to achieve ClubMark status before the year is out – so a lot of work off the field but I am convinced it will be worth it for the long term future and success of the cricket club.

So, what does this mean to you?

We need your help and support.  If we are to achieve the ambitious targets we have set for the expansion and development of colts cricket and other activities we need people to put their hands up to get involved and help as coaches, umpires, team managers, with social events and fundraising, groundwork and so on.  Full support and training is available
So please, even if it’s only a couple of hours in the season you can spare, put your hand up and offer.

The more we all put in the more we will all get back out – and secure the long term future of the cricket club for years to come.
Philip Jenkins - Chairman

Treasurers Report by Ralph Jenkins
The Treasurer reported that at the end of the last financial year the Club had a healthy balance of just over £7500, and that we had a surplus on the year of £2300.
Although this looks to be a healthy position he pointed out that in fact our playing account showed a shortfall of £900. Our only sure income was from subscriptions, match fees, visitors’ teas and ball sponsorship. The rest of our income relied upon the efforts and goodwill of donors, sponsors and social events. This year we received £3400 from these sources, but the amount varies from year to year and cannot be relied upon if we are to maintain a healthy balance.
Now that we have received the go-ahead for erecting permanent outdoor nets at the ground, which will cost in the order of £16,000, our finances need a more assured foundation. In order to achieve this goal the committee suggested two options for senior members;


- Increase match fees 

 
- Increase annual subscriptions 

A proposal from the members present at the AGM that both these options should be adopted was passed unanimously.

For the 2005 season Annual Subs will be £20 (£7.50 for members in full time education & free to under 16’s)
Match Fees will be £9.00 (£4.00 for members in full time education & £3.00 for Colts games)
At the time of writing our balances are as follows;





Current Account  

£1794






Cash in Hand       
£    49






Reserve Account 

£5000 - outdoor nets fund









£1000 - contingency fund









£  355 - for use this season









-----------








£8198

Your committee hopes that as many members as possible, together with family & friends will support each of the fund-raising events which will be held this year in order to boost the Outdoor Nets fund.
Social Events Calendar for 2005

Please make a note in your diaries now of the following events.  We have tried to include a good mix of activities to try and appeal to as wider cross section of tastes as possible.  Please try and support these events wherever you can, a number will be helping raise important funds for our projects but most importantly they are designed to bring everyone associated with the club closer together.  Friends and family welcome.

If you would like more information on any of the events, or if you would like to offer to assist with the organisation of one or more of the events please contact either Nigel Halliday or Brian Cooper.

Remember to check the website www.thealeandtilehurstcc.co.uk for the latest updates and information.

	Event
	Date

	Comedy Club
	10th March 2005

	Colour Me Beautiful – something for the ladies
	15th March 2005

	Grounds Working Party
	2nd April 2005

	Dog Racing
	April tbc

	Skittles
	May tbc

	Kwik Cricket
	7th June 2005

	Horse Racing at Newbury
	21st June 2005

	Club Day
	10th July 2005

	Tour
	24th-28th July 2005

	Skittles
	August tbc

	United Services fixture
	25th August 2005

	Go-karting
	September tbc

	Colt’s Presentation Evening
	September tbc

	Pampering evening/day or other
	September/October

	League dinner
	7th October 2005

	Grounds Working Party
	Early October tbc

	Pub Heptathlon (darts, pool, cribbage, dominoes, shove ha’penny, cards, skittles)
	October tbc

	Club Dinner
	29th October 2005

	AGM and quiz
	28th November 2005

	Christmas Dinner
	December tbc

	Nottingham Activities Weekend
	February 2006



Player Profiles
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MUNDELLS PRINT


and PROMOTIONS





Name:		Brian Raymond Michael Cooper





Nickname(s):	Fingers





Club Debut:	1997





Previous Club(s):	Tilehurst CC





Occupation:	Training Needs Analysis Officer





Playing Ability:	first name on the team sheet


 	(when he was skipper!)		





Club Awards:	2nd XI Bowling 1998, 2000


	      	Friendly XI Bowling 1998, 2000, 2004


                       	Friendly XI Player of the Year 2003


	       	Club Person of the Year 1999		





Favourite Comedy Show:	Yes Minister (or The Goodies)





Not known for:		Hill Starts					Forgetting a statistic	





Favourite Album (CD):	Dark Side of the Moon


 		Pink Floyd





Second Favourite Jam:	Strawberry





Ambition for 2005 Season:	to reach 500 wickets for T&TCC and a batting award 





Name:		Phil Stephens





Nickname(s):	Cat, Rachel, Fleming





Club Debut:	2003





Previous Club(s):	Old Elizabethans (Worcester)


		BBC Caversham





Occupation:	Conveyancer





Playing Ability:	left-hand bat, right arm off spin or medium (some may say gentle) pace, slip fielder


	Leg side slogger


	


Club Awards:	1st XI Batsman of the Year 2004


	      	1st XI Players Player of the Year 2004		





Favourite Comedy Show:	The Office	





Not known for:	Getting plastered after a game


			His love of salad garnish





Favourite Album (CD):	The Young and the Hopeless


			Good Charlotte





Second Favourite Jam:	not a jam fan, orange shredless marmalade 








Ambition for 2005 Season:	to captain 1st XI to promotion


	Continue last seasons form 





Name:		Mehul (Micky) Mehta	





Nickname(s):	Micky, Aloo Matta, Moo





Club Debut:	2002 





Previous Club(s):	 Southampton Travellers,


 	 University of Southampton Academics





Occupation:	 Engineer (or geek)





Playing Ability:	 Average (on a good day)		





Club Awards:	Current holder of the prestigious Duck Cup


		Claims to have won “other stuff” in the past





Favourite Comedy Show:	The Fast Show


			Only Fools & Horses


			Bless this House	





Not known for:		Cattle conservation


 		Being able to hold onto a 5½oz    


 		spherical red leather projectile





Favourite Album (CD):	Kind of Blue


 		Miles Davis


			Jazz at the College of the Pacific


			Dave Brubeck





Second Favourite Jam:	Bob Marley – The Best Of


 		(I don’t think the question was


 		understood unless this is a brand


 		new to the market place!)





Ambition for 2005 Season:	 Win all games played





Name:		Raj (Roger) Puri





Nickname(s):	PK, Wides





Club Debut:	1998





Previous Club(s):	Cippenham, Tilehurst CC





Occupation:	International Man of Mystery





Playing Ability:	Right hand bat/bowler


 	As a bowler has an uncanny knack of 		knowing just where a batsman likes it 		and being able to keep it there





Club Awards:	2nd XI Batsman of the Year Award 2004		





Favourite Comedy Show:	Fawlty Towers	





Not known for:		His brave fielding at mid-on


			Expert advice on diet and 				nutrition





Favourite Album (CD):	Try This


 		Pink 





Second Favourite Jam:	Lemon ‘n’ Lime





Ambition for 2005 Season:	to reach 2000 runs and 250 wickets for T&TCC 


 		350+ leaguer runs for season 





Club Clothing


The club now has a range of embroidered club clothing available:





¾ Sleeve Shirts  £16


Long Sleeved Shirts £19


Caps  £9


Sleeveless Fleece  £12


Trousers £8





Please contact Mark Mason on (0118) 959 1501 if you wish to purchase any of these items or for further details








�











2005 Club Tour to Devon





The Club’s annual tour to Holberton, Devon will take place between 24th-27th July 2005 and we will once again be enjoying the hospitality of the Mild May Colours.





There will be fixtures on the Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons and even if you can’t make the whole tour you are welcome to come down for part of it.





The cost will be £25.00 per person per night on a bed and breakfast basis.  For more details of the Mild May Colours please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.mildmay-colours.co.uk" ��www.mildmay-colours.co.uk�





The 2004 tour was a great success and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone who participated.  It would be fantastic to see some new faces this year.





If you are interested in becoming a “2005 Tourist” for all or part of the tour, or if you would like more information, please contact John Morris, Fixtures Secretary on (0118) 954 9272 or 07985 294374





A deposit of £50 is payable in advance of the tour with the full balance due before 23rd July.  Cheques made payable to the Theale and Tilehurst cricket club and passed to John.
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