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The New Season is Almost Upon Us
With the gang mowers cutting the grass in the school playing fields behind my house, the temperature barely above freezing and a recent storm producing hailstones the size of marbles it can only mean one thing- The start to the new cricket season is imminent                                                                                                                        We enter the Thames Valley League with high hopes but also with a degree of uncertainty. Will the new league meet our expectations?, Have our teams been placed in the right divisions? Will the competition be as enjoyable and will we be as successful as the last few years in the Berkshire League?
It is worth recalling after T&T was formed that despite having plenty of ability in the club we had only limited success in the early years, we all knew we had the potential for all our teams to move up the divisions, but it didn’t happen overnight.                                                                                                At first glance there are a number of significant differences; the games are of a longer duration -increased incentive to bat first - and at the recent 
meeting with Wilson Carlyle I noted his comments about encouraging Captains to “ make things happen”. 
An early challenge will be to determine what represents a good score. In this respect I can recall when the Berkshire League started in 1976 - 180 was the benchmark By the 1990s this had climbed to 210 and in recent years scores of 230 plus have been chased down. Of course there will always be exceptional performances but there in I doubt the average figures at the higher levels have increased by 40/50 runs                                                                                                                            In leaving the Berkshire League we say goodbye to a number of clubs with whom we have enjoyed some excellent cricket and hospitality - however in moving to the new league we re-new relationships with many adversaries from the past and look forward to visiting and playing against a number of new clubs who will surely provide a fresh series of challenges and new friendships. Let’s just hope the weather will be kinder than last year.
Eddie Ellie – Club President
The FOCUS for 2008
I believe that 2008 is the most important year in the Club’s short history, since the merger in 1997.

As the playing previews allude to, this is our first season in a new league following our move to the TVCL.  Hopefully, as a result of our move, we will up against better sides on better pitches and with much better facilities.  A larger league and hopefully much better organised.

As a result of this move and the continued growth of club membership at both senior and in particularly at youth level we have a great foundation to continue our development.  However, for this to happen we need YOU to put your hand up and offer to help wherever you can.  

Running the four age groups at youth cricket takes a lot of coaching and supervising resource and it is not fair to assume Brian and Bob are going to do it all.

Similarly there is the weekly work on the square(s) getting everything ready for you to enjoy your cricket.

On match days please ensure you arrive in good time to help get everything ready and again afterwards be around to help ensure everything is cleared up.  We will playing against some very well organised clubs and need to set a good impression of the club.

Please support the social events throughout the season (keep an eye on the website for details) as fundraising will be important for us this season having laid out large capital on a new scoreboard and the initial purchase of the new playing kit.  We are also hoping to get enough funds together to invest in a bowling machine for use at the net sessions.

As already mentioned we are running youth sides at 4 age groups and it would be fantastic to see senior players come along and support at some of the games and demonstrate this is a real CLUB.

We hope to encourage parents, family and friends to get involved and welcome their contribution.  We are happy to let you know what you can do to help and to give you support and recognition for you valuable contribution.  If you fancy umpiring and/or scoring but have never done it before we can also arrange some coaching for you.  The same applies if you want to get involved in assisting the coaches.

I am certain that this will be yet another successful year both on and off the field and I look forward to seeing you all during the season.
Philip Jenkins - Chairman
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1st XI Preview

A new season. A new league. A new challenge.

After a very satisfying season last year, when we established ourselves in the Berkshire League, we now have to show the Thames Valley League what we are all about.  We have left the comfort zone of an inferior league and joined a bigger, better organisation with many more opportunities for progression. But the hard work is now only just beginning.

Our first game is on the 10th May and we have all the tools at our disposal to mount a serious challenge for honours in our first season.

The batting gives me more cause for encouragement at this moment than in previous years. We have players of genuine quality now filling the top six positions. The arrival of Messrs Wigmore and Kumar at the beginning of the 2007 season strengthened the line up – add to them myself, Andy Crofts and Mohammed Jamil and there is a line-up capable of anything. Due to a couple of players not being available this season due to work commitments there will undoubtedly be opportunities for others to make the step up and bat in the first eleven. The onus is on those that aspire to play in the First XI to put in the performances to ensure their elevation into the top side. 

The bowling department is an embarrassment of riches. It is entirely possible that a team will be selected consisting of ten outfielders all of whom have bowled in league matches for the First XI. The seam department is in rude health. The emergence of Mo Seghir was one of the highlights of 2007 and great things can be achieved by him, Neill Halliday, Osman Mahmood, Mohammed Jamil and hopefully the returning Chris Lemm. Simon Bond’s arrival last year added to the spinning department and with Brian Cooper, the club now has two quality slow bowlers capable of winning matches. 

It is the field where we need to be sharper. There are too many individual lapses and too many catches are dropped. These must be eradicated if we are to win more games. Phil J behind the timbers will keep everything tidy, and it is up to the rest of the team to follow his lead. The important thing to maintain from last year is the ability to change matches mid innings and take the initiative away from the opposition. 

The atmosphere within the club is very much a positive one, a club on the up and expanding its horizons every season. 

Best of luck to all the teams within the club as they embark on their journeys in their new league or with a new captain at the helm. Enjoy the summer. It is going to be a good one.
Phil Stephens – Club Captain

2ndXI Preview

It's snowing and raining so it must be time for the new cricket season.


Last year was very consistent for the 2nd XI with only one defeat.  Unfortunately we did a bit of 'an Arsenal' and although we played some of the best cricket tailed away at the end of the season. 

Last seasons success was built on excellent bowling performances in all our games. No
 team got away from us and we bowled most teams out within 45 overs. The batting was more patchy but I'll blame quite a lot of wet pitches. None wetter than home to BCS were we unwisely played on after a monsoon!

This year it's all change with the start of the TVL. I think the most important change will be to 100 over cricket. We'll have to bowl at a quicker rate to finish in daylight and we're need to ensure we bat properly to use up all our overs every game. 

I'm really looking forward to the new challenge and new teams. We've seen one or two new faces at indoor nets but generally it’s the same team as last year. So we're a year older and wiser and should be pushing for promotion. We have a settled team where we all know our jobs.

As they say in the cheerleading world - BRING IT ON.
Phil Mead – 2nd XI Captain
Friendly XI Preview

Well the season is very nearly upon us and the snow has finally melted. To say I’m excited to be taking over the reins of the Sunday team from James is an understatement. The years of hard work that James has put in to leading the side has left me a crop of excellent cricketers. I’m also looking forward to giving some of the talented young colts a chance to see what senior cricket is like. My hope for the coming season is that every T&T player that plays a Sunday game feels as though they have contributed and enjoyed the day’s game.  So to anybody that plays under me this season - enjoy the ride!!!

 

May my best wishes go out to the Saturday sides in their kindergarten year in the Thames Valley League.  Good Luck Chaps!!

Dennis Robertson – Friendly XI Captain
3rd XI Preview

I must firstly thank all the players who turned out for the 3rd team last season, I’m sure they will agree we have a good team spirit and it’s great to see some of the good young players coming through and beginning to settle into senior cricket.  My thanks must also go to Dave Harvey for his support as Vice Captain, without his help I would have a lot more to think about on match days.

This season also sees us move to a new home ground at Dauai Abbey – a much improved square, ground and setting and we look forward to welcoming visiting teams.
Now we can look forward to the new season in a new league with a few new teams to play against and hopefully better grounds and pitches.
Good luck to all the teams

Bob Williams – 3rd XI Captain

Secretary’s Update by Mark Mason
Well I don’t think I’ve looked forward to a season with so much anticipation since........last season!!!! But seriously, this coming season brings a fresh challenge for all of us, as we move in to the Thames Valley Cricket League. Just a glance at the fixture list shows that we will be playing against some of the leading clubs in Berkshire, as well as the surrounding counties, and many of us will be visiting grounds we may have thought we never would. I hope you all enjoy the coming season, as much as I know I will.

The challenges will continue in the future as we attempt to progress within this league (as I feel certain we will) and your Committee will endeavour to make sure that the club is prepared to meet all of them. If any of you feel you would like to become involved in helping, as a volunteer, an umpire, scorer or even as a tea person, please contact any of the club officers, who will point you at the correct person to contact. Your contributions can and do make a difference!

Update on Captains, Officers and Committee:

At the 2007 AGM, the three Saturday XI Captains were all re-elected to their positions, however there was a change of Sunday Captain. After a number of years James Codd decided that he needed a break from the Captaincy and Dennis Robertson was elected to the role of Sunday XI Captain. 
Also included in James ‘early retirement package’ was the fact that he was, after 10 years, stepping down from the Secretary’s role. This was a role which he had filled with great distinction and I, and I know many more of you, would like to thank him for his service to the club (so far.....I’m sure we will see him return to the Committee at a future date). If I can achieve anything this year, it will probably be only to say at the end of the season, “How did you last another 9 years!” As to how you ended up with me taking on the role instead, well....it’s a long story, but in a nutshell I was the only one daft enough to take it on!!! Joking aside, this is, for me, like the challenges facing the rest of you this season. I’m now in a different league, facing new problems being thrown at me and trying to make sure that I do as well as the person who batted for so long before me. Like me, I’m sure you will all try your best to meet those challenges.
I’d also like to take this opportunity to welcome the new members of our Committee; Chris Collingwood and Paul Osborne, their enthusiasm and commitment will, I’m sure, strengthen the Committee even further.
OFFICERS

President   -   Eddie Ellis

Chairman   -   Phil Jenkins

Secretary   -   Mark Mason

Treasurer   -   Ralph Jenkins

Club Captain   -   Phil Stevens

2nd XI Captain   -   Phil Mead

3rd XI Captain   -   Bob Williams

Sunday XI Captain   -   Dennis Robertson

Fixtures Secretary   -   John Morris

Youth Cricket Manager   -   Brian Cooper

Membership & Welfare Officer   -   Phil Mead

Club Development Officer   -   Phil Jenkins

General Committee   -   Nigel Halliday, John Reeves, Micky Mehta, Andy Rutter, Chris Collingwood and Paul Osborne.

Youth Preview

By the time you read this the first part of the youth cricket season will have ended; the indoor practise sessions which for the u11s and u13s started in January came to an end in early April.

Outdoor Practice sessions start on the following dates:

o        Monday 21st April from 6.30-7.45pm for u15s and u17s.  

o        Wednesday 23rd April from 6.15-7.30pm for u11s and u13s.

 

Practice sessions will be at the Recreation Ground, Theale and will continue on the evenings specified until the end of the season.  If you know any young people interested in playing cricket please advise them of the above practice dates or ask them to contact me.

The numbers at the indoor practises have been more evenly spread across the age groups than in the last couple of years; this has been helped by us seeing new faces across the age range as well as some who have already been club members for a number of years.  Hopefully this will mean that we can get more players regular matches once the season gets underway proper.  

This year we will again be fielding league sides at u11, u13, u15 and u17 level; this is only the second year we have done this.  To help support this growth we need more volunteers to come forward to help; this could be either on an occasional, semi-regular or regular basis and we would encourage club members, parents and guardians, friends and family to get involved. If people are able to help at matches (e.g. umpiring or scoring) or at practice sessions this would add significantly to what we are able to offer the junior section as a club.  

Last season approximately one third of the people that represented the club in senior cricket had been or still were playing youth cricket for the club.  This shows the value to the club of the youth section in terms of its continuing development and I anticipate seeing more current youth members making their debuts in senior cricket this season.

Hopefully the 2008 season will be successful both in terms of participation and results for both the senior and junior sections of the club.

Brian Cooper – Youth Cricket Manager

T&TCC Welfare of Young People Policy

Theale and Tilehurst Cricket Club is committed to ensuring the club provides a safe, friendly and enjoyable experience for children and vulnerable adults.

Theale and Tilehurst Cricket Club aims to ensure a duty of care to all members of the club by adopting and implementing the ECB “Safe Hands – Welfare of Young People in Cricket” Policy and any future versions of the Policy.
Nets

Outdoor nets will once again be on a Wednesday evening.

Please make every effort to attend nets so that we can get the 2008 season off to a flying start

7th Annual Kwik Cricket Festival

T&TCC is hosting its 7th Annual Kwik Cricket Festival for the local primary schools at the Englefield Road Ground on 3rd June between midday and 4.30pm

Please note the date in your diaries – all offers of help on the day would be greatly appreciated, please contact the Club Chairman
Volunteer Vacancies

Theale and Tilehurst Cricket Club is looking for reliable volunteers for the following positions;

Tea Person

To prepare, set out and clear away cricket teas and mid innings drink refreshments for all home games played at Theale each Saturday throughout the league season from May 10th – 6th September 2008 (must be available for at least 14 of the 17 Saturdays involved).

The Club will cover all costs involved purchasing ingredients, etc. plus a weekly donation to the individual.

Full training and support will be offered.  For more information please contact Philip Jenkins, Club Chairman on 0118 3766960.

Umpires 

To stand in games played both home and away each Saturday throughout the league season from May 10th – 6th September.

We have 3 Saturday league sides therefore have a number of umpiring opportunities.  This role would suit a former cricketer and/or qualified umpire interested in being an integral and valued member of the club and who enjoys the social aspects of a well run cricket club.

The Club will also support any individual keen to develop their umpiring further by covering the costs of ECB approved officials training. 
Scorers

As with umpires we are looking for people to ‘score’ at matches throughout the season.  This would suit anyone interested in the game of cricket particularly people with an analytical leaning who can keep a neat and tidy scorebook.

Once again this position is viewed as an important role within the Club as it continues its development and the Club will support any individual keen to develop their scoring further by covering the costs of ECB approved officials training.

For more information on any of the above please contact Philip Jenkins, Club Chairman on 0118 3766960.
Our Sponsors

T&TCC would like to express it’s appreciation to the following local businesses who have already agreed to support the cricket club for the 2008 season.

If you know of anyone who may be interested in supporting T&TCC by placing an advert in the Fixtures Card, having a banner at the ground, sponsoring match balls, having their name associated with the Primary Schools Kwik Cricket Festival or any other way please contact the Club Chairman
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Keep up to date with Club News by visiting www.thealeandtilehurst.co.uk
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2008 Club Tour to Weymouth





This year the Club will be on a new tour, this time to the Weymouth area, between 27th-30th July.





There will be fixtures on the Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons and even if you can’t make the whole tour you are welcome to come down for part of it.





The cost will be £38.00 per person per night on a bed and breakfast basis.  





For more details please contact John Morris, Fixtures Secretary on (0118) 954 9272 or 07985 294374. 





Places are limited so book early!
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