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The New Season is Almost Upon Us
The Ashes or the Home Insulation Tests
I expect I found myself like many of you this winter settling into a favourite chair waiting for the live Ashes coverage to start at 11.00pm with a suitable drink close to hand determined to see play through to the luncheon interval  Although our central heating goes off at 9.00pm I was confident that the insulation in my walls and loft together with the reflective glow of England "sticking it" to the Old Enemy would keep me reasonably comfortable until 1.30 am at the very least.

What I hadn't bargained for was the coldest December and Xmas period for 70yrs.  On a couple of evenings it got so cold that I even considered breaking all those heating rules so piously set in stone;
      - Should I turn on the Electric Fire ( Would the Fan be heard upstairs)
      - Should I turn on the Central Heating back on ( Would the noise of the boiler and the  water going
        through the radiators be noticed)

 No, I stood firm, this course of action would only create unnecessary precedents which would only lead to conflict and much avoidable expense in the future.  The answer to my predicament was waiting in the Kitchen - this was THE EMERGENCY that all those carefully lined up tins of Heinz soup had been purchased for, and I will also never say another disparaging word about Batchelors Cup a Soup, its delicious!
 
As I announced at the AGM this will be my last year as President.  I have been privileged and proud to have held this position since the merger and founding of the Club in 1997.  The reasons for the merger are well documented and the principle objectives set out for the clubs progress and development have been more than achieved.
For my own part I have enjoyed a long career in local cricket, joining Theale in 1960, elected to the committee in1963 I served the old club in many capacities; Team Secretary, Treasurer, Chairman and President, as well as being Captain for many years.  I served on the committee almost continuously, only missing a few seasons at the end of the 1960s and early 70s when I was also a member of Reading CC and at the same time was serving as a Councillor on Reading Borough Council.

I was also in the early 70s a founding member of the Berkshire Cricket League (which involved some very serious drinking sessions at the Bull at Sonning) whilst taking advice from the likes of Brian Close on the best format for the set up.  For the record Close advocated playing time cricket, win the toss and providing the opposition don’t get you out, bat for as long as you like and tea only happens when the side batting first is out - a deep insight into the mind of a Yorkie.  We thanked him for drinking us under the table. 
The creation of the League represented the most fundamental change in local cricket since the 1st World War.  The principle objective of the League was to generate as big an improvement as possible in the standard of local cricket played as well as ground, wicket and general facilities within, using the framework of competitive cricket.  Many local clubs totally transformed themselves and although in recent years the Berkshire League has lost its way, ending up today as not much more than a fixture bureau, in respect of the original objectives it was highly successful.


Like all cricketers and sportsmen I do occasionally like to look at the stats (which I can promise as you grow older seem to become more important).  I have been fortunate to accumulate in the region of 27000 runs with a best of 121 n.o. – approx. 24450 have been for Theale and T&TCC, the remainder with Reading, Pangbourne Night Owls (College Staff), various representative teams and a good total as a regular tourist with Caversham C.C.  I managed to get 12 (100s) and 137(50s).  In1966 I suffered a serious back injury which has been an ever present problem and which in truth hampered my prospects with Reading, nevertheless I acquired in the region of 700 wkts with a best of 8-54.
So as my old school reports constantly used to say, acceptable but with more application could do better.  It’s NOW that all those N.Os and R.Os in the nervous nineties (8) really begin to bite.
As the new season approaches there is much to look forward to.  The club is now well established in the Thames Valley League.  Once again availability of the clubs key players on a regular basis could prove crucial.  All 3 X1s are well capable of getting into the promotion mix and the 3rd XI under new Captain Alan Why will surely be seeking to make it 3rd time lucky after the near misses of the last two years.

Have a great year and good luck.
Eddie Ellie – Club President
DO YOU “JUST BELONG”?
If I asked most members of the Club of they wanted to join me at the Volunteer I would suggest the vast majority would accept the offer, sadly when asked if they would join me in volunteering not quite so many are forthcoming!

Every year I harp on about the need for volunteers to ensure the Club can continue to grow, develop and achieve its ambitious objectives, I make no apologies for doing so again this season.
Recently I came across this short verse which I think sums things up very fittingly – think on…
Do you “Just Belong”?

ARE you an active member- the kind that would be missed?

OR are you just contented that your name is on the list?

DO you attend the functions and mingle with the crowd? 

OR do you stay at home and grumble long and loud?

DO you take an active part to help the club along?

OR are you satisfied to be, the kind that “ Just Belong”

DO you ever come along or information seek?

OR leave the work to just a few, and talk about the “clique”

There’s quite a programme scheduled that means success if done

AND it can be accomplished, with the help of everyone

SO why not come along? And help with hand and heart

Don’t be “just a member” but take an active part

Think this over members – are we right or wrong?

Are you an “active member”?

OR do you “just belong”? 

So please give something back.  Most volunteer roles need only take up a couple of hours or so of your time each week during the season.  For more details of the roles that need filling please read on through this newsletter, check out the website or give me a call
N.B. TVL fixtures start at 1pm this coming season.
Philip Jenkins – Club Chairman
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​1st XI Preview

I am writing my first season preview this year coming off the back of one of the less successful seasons in the history of the club. Last year was very tough or the first XI. However I think despite the results there were some very positive messages which can be taken and we should look forward with hope and expectation to the year ahead. 
Last year the bowling held its’ own against some very tough cricketers, and I expect that in Division 4 it will once again carry all before it as it did in 2009. The batting sparked in patches but there were not enough innings of real substance in the season and that is something we will need to improve this year. The overwhelming positive going into this year is the way the team held together in adversity and that we expect the same core of players playing together again.  I know that we can do better than last year and should be striving to win the division. Let’s get back into Division 3 and show the teams there that Theale and Tilehurst are a force to be contended with. I know I may be setting myself up for a fall with comments like that. However I think we should be aiming high, and looking to set higher standards than ever before for our cricket. In the next few years the core of the current first XI will be coming into their cricketing prime and I want to be able to look back knowing we have achieved all we can.
As Phil mentioned in his preview a part of this is better preparation both in preseason and on match days, and I hope that this year we can get this most out of these opportunities to make sure we have the best chance possible in Division 4. 
 I hope to see as many of you as possible at nets and best of luck to everyone for the year ahead.
Andrew Wigmore – 1st  XI Captain

2ndXI Preview

Around this time of year usually we look forward to the season and I'm
asked to write a short piece for the newsletter.  Each year I think the
messages are very similar.  We're a good team with bat and ball but we could
field a bit better.  Last season was a little strange with myself in the firsts for a long period but after a dodgy start we cemented ourselves in the middle of the division.  Most of the thanks for that should go to an
excellent balanced bowling attack core of Ram, Doc, Rags and Fingers.

So onto this year, well I expect it to be harder with both Reading and our
friends from British Airways coming into the division. I think three things will make us successful: hard work, confidence and sticking together.  The starting position for all three is indoor practice which this year will be a structured session.  We can take some decent practice onto the field for preseason and during the season I'd like to see as good turn out for outdoor practice to build on a fast start to the season. Remember the fast improving U17s will be practising all the time and so I expect a lot of competition for 2nd XI berths. And lastly let’s enjoy our cricket. 
Good luck to all the teams and see you at the indoor practice sessions.

Phil Mead – 2nd XI Captain
Friendly XI Preview

3rd XI Preview


New playing and training kit for the 2011season coming very soon.  Please keep an eye on the website for more information.
T&TCC 2011 Membership
All players must be registered members of the Club in order to take part in Club activities, including nets, training sessions and matches.  Only registered members are covered by the Club’s insurance policy.  Registration takes place annually at the beginning of the season, and all players will need to complete a membership form and pay the appropriate membership fee.  Membership fees for 2011 are at the same level as last year, i.e.
Youth Members up to and including U15s = FREE
Youth Members U16s & U17s and Senior Members in full time education = £7.50 if paid before 31st March, otherwise £10 from 1st April onwards
Senior Members = £25 if paid by 31st March, otherwise £30 from 1st April onwards
Membership Forms are available on the T&T Website, are attached to the newsletter, and printed copies will be available at indoor net sessions.  Please take advantage of the early payment discount and get your membership completed as soon as possible.

James Codd - Membership Secretary

10th Annual Kwik Cricket Festival

T&TCC is hosting its 10th Annual Kwik Cricket Festival for the local primary schools at the Englefield Road Ground on Tuesday 7th June between midday and 4.30pm.  We hope the weather will be kinder this year!

Please note the date in your diaries – all offers of help on the day would be greatly appreciated, please contact the Club Chairman.

Update on Captains, Officers and Committee
Committee Members
President   -   Eddie Ellis

Chairman   -   Philip Jenkins
Secretary   -   Simon Bond
Treasurer   -   James Codd
Club Captain   -   Andrew Wigmore
2nd XI Captain   -   Phil Mead
3rd XI Captain   -   Alan Why
Sunday XI Captain   -   Brian Cooper
Fixtures Secretary   -   John Morris
Youth Cricket Manager   -   Brian Cooper
Membership Secretary – James Codd 
Welfare Officer   -   Micky Mehta
Club Development Officer   -   Philip Jenkins
General Committee   -   Osman Mahmood, Paul Ager, Paul Osborn , Indy Narwal and Chris Cook
2011 Pre-season Practice Sessions
As in recent years all pre-season practise sessions will take place in the sports hall of Little Heath School and will cost £3 per session.  Please use the car park at the front of the school rather than the main car park.

Please bring along a completed membership form to your first practise session; forms are available on the website. 

Youth Sessions
The times and dates of the practise sessions for each age group are as follows:

Under 11s - 6-7pm on Thursday evenings from 10th February to 14th April 

Under 13s - 7-8pm on Thursday evenings from 10th February to 14th April 

Under 15s - 6-7pm on Tuesday evenings from 8th February to 12th April 

Under 17s - 7-9pm on Tuesday evenings from 8th February to 12th April

Senior Sessions
Senior practise sessions will take place from 7-9pm on Tuesday evenings from 8th February to 12th April.

New senior practice session set-up for indoor nets.

Starting this year the indoor practice sessions will be structured so please ensure you turn up promptly for the initial briefing. Paul Ager will be responsible for organising and managing the senior practice sessions as part of a trial role (Senior Practice Manager).

Brian Cooper – Youth Cricket Manager
Paul Ager is running some outdoor training sessions for Club members, starting this coming Sunday morning 6th February, and they will initially concentrate on general fitness.  These are in addition to the Indoor Nets which start next week.  Here is a message from Paul:

 

 

...with the season fast approaching I'm intending to run a training session every Sunday morning at the cricket ground. This will change when there is sufficient light to train on a weekday evening 

The first session will be on Sunday 6th February at 10:30am. Each session will last for one hour.

I'll be concentrating on general fitness at first then we'll progress onto cricket specific training after a few weeks. We'll progress the session intensity gently so you won't get 'beasted'.

There are not many certainties in club cricket, especially when it comes to making runs and taking wickets. However, one thing you can be sure of is that the fitter you are, the better you will perform on the pitch at the weekend. The benefits of being fitter include helping you bat longer, hit the ball harder, concentrate longer, bowl faster, bowl more consistently and be a better fielder.  

Cost will be only £3 per session for members.

So come join in and blow those winter cob webs out and have a laugh with the chaps

 

If anyone wants more details about these sessions then please contact Paul direct - aygzz@yahoo.co.uk
T&TCC Membership Policy

Theale and Tilehurst Cricket Club has adopted the following ECB guidelines:

“Membership shall be open to all irrespective of age, gender, disability, race, ethnic origin, creed, colour, social status and sexual orientation.”

“Players, officials, members, supporters, and employees must adhere to the club code of conduct which prohibits racially abusive comments and actions against fellow players, officials, members, supporters and employees.  Failure to comply with this instruction will result in disciplinary action being taken against the offender(s) as specified in the club constitution.”

Please note that you are only covered by Club insurance once you have completed and returned your membership form for the season (and paid your annual subscription in the case of Senior and Junior playing members – Youth membership is free).
As of the end of May anyone who has not completed their membership and paid the subscription will not be considered for selection in any T&TCC side.  There is also this year for the first time a financial incentive to complete and return your membership form and money on time as the cost will increase after 31st May 2009!

Membership forms attached (and also available on website)
Volunteer Vacancies

Theale and Tilehurst Cricket Club is looking for reliable volunteers for the following positions;

Volunteers Needed
There are always volunteering opportunities available within the club (please speak to any committee member if you would like to get involved) but at the moment we are particularly looking for the following:

·         Youth Team Co-ordinators – people to help with running the youth teams; tasks include helping to select the teams and inform players of selection, confirming fixtures with the opposition, ensuring match fees are collected etc.  If you are able to help with this please contact Brian Cooper
.         Tea person(s) – there is nothing worse than players having to rush around between innings to get a tea set-up and to have to clear up afterwards before the 2nd innings.  If you would be prepared to offer your services for one or more  match day please contact Philip Jenkins on 0118 3766960

·         Umpires and Scorers – in the near future all the fixtures (youth and senior) will be appearing on the website.  If you are able to volunteer to score or umpire at any of these matches (as many or as few as you are able) please let the following know: for youth matches Brian Cooper and the relevant captain for senior matches.  

 

Pre Season Grounds Working Party (Cricket Force) The pre-season grounds working party will take place on the morning of Sunday 10th April 2011.  Please make a note of this in and further details will be circulated nearer the time.

 

Most volunteer roles need only take up a couple of hours or so of your time each week during the season.
For more information and a job specification for any of the above roles or other volunteering opportunities please contact Philip Jenkins, Club Chairman on 0118 3766960

Sponsors

The costs of running the club and in investing and improving the facilities and training we provide have increased quite considerable over recent seasons.  We are keen to try and keep membership, match and practice fees down wherever possible to try and encourage growth in our membership but we do need to ensure we have a regular revenue income.

To that end if you know of a locally based business or anyone else who may be interested in supporting T&TCC, or if you would like to volunteer to contact local businesses and ‘sell the cricket club’ to them by way of sponsorship or by placing an advert in the Fixtures Card, having a banner at the ground, sponsoring match balls, having their name associated with the Primary Schools Kwik Cricket Festival or any other way please contact the Club Chairman.
Keep up to date with Club News by visiting our web site

www.thealeandtilehurst.co.uk
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Member’s Name:

 

Address:


Post Code:

Phone:







Mobile Phone:

Email address:

Emergency Contact Name (1):





Tel No:

Emergency Contact Name (2):





Tel No:

Please note all medical conditions that which might be aggravated by participation in cricket and coaching sessions below:

The details supplied above will not be passed outside the membership of this club

Please register me as a member of Theale & Tilehurst Cricket Club for the 2011 Season.  Membership is from 1st April to 31st March.
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy)  (……..../……..…./……….…..)
Type of Membership (please tick)

· Youth Playing Member
- (i.e. 15th birthday on or after 1st September 2010)

FREE
· Junior Playing Member
- (i.e. 15th birthday before 1st Sept 2010 & 17th birthday on or after 1st Sept 2010) 
£7.50 (if paid before 31st March 2011) or £10 (from 1st April 2011 onwards)
I enclose my annual subscription of £…………

Please return this form together with your membership subscription to:

Mr James Codd, Membership Secretary
10 The Close, Stadhampton, Oxfordshire, OX44 7TS
 (Cheques payable to Theale and Tilehurst Cricket Club)

When your completed membership form and payment has been received your details will be added to our list of members for the current year.  We will then be able to notify you of any club activities, usually via email, so please supply a valid email address if you have one.

Please Note – You are only covered by the Club’s insurance if you have completed a membership form and have paid the appropriate subscription for the current year. The insurance cover includes personal accident, dental & optical treatment and temporary total disablement from attending occupation.

A summary of our insurance cover is displayed in the pavilion.

Youth and Junior Member’s Consent Form

As part of the ECB’s Welfare of Young People in Cricket policy, T&TCC requires all Youth and Junior Members and their Parent/Legal Guardian to complete the enclosed Youth & Junior Members Consent Form as part of their membership application.

PTO - PLEASE READ AND SIGN OVERLEAF

Theale and Tilehurst Cricket Club

Permission for the use of photographs and recorded images
Theale and Tilehurst Cricket Club recognises the need to ensure the welfare and safety of all Young People in Cricket.  As part of this commitment we will not permit photographs, video images or other images of Young People to be taken or used without the consent of the Parent/Guardian and the Young Player.  The Club will follow the guidance issued by the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) on the use of images of Young People which is available on http://www.Play-Cricket.com and www.ecb.co.uk.  The Club will take steps to ensure that these images are used solely for the purpose they are intended, which is the promotion and celebration of the Club or Individuals cricketing activities.  If you become aware that these images are being used inappropriately you should inform the Club Welfare Officer immediately.

Some photographs e.g. team or action shots, are submitted to the Press and published on the Club website.  In circumstances where there is a need to identify an individual player in the Press parental permission will be sought beforehand.

· Please tick this box if you do not consent to photographs being taken
Transport to matches and practice sessions

Theale and Tilehurst Cricket Club policy is that parents or other responsible adults are responsible for transporting players to and from all matches and practice sessions and therefore the Club will not be registering Private Vehicles for the transportation of individuals in connection with any fixtures or practice sessions arranged by the Club.  The implementation of this policy is not intended to exclude any player from participation and parents or guardians should contact the Club Welfare Officer if they have any problems with the transportation of players to matches or practice sessions.

Club Changing Policy

For players under the age of 16 playing in adult teams the following policy applies:

· Girls will have their own changing facilities

· Young players uncomfortable with changing or showering with adults are under no obligation to do so and are advised to change and shower at home

· Parental consent must be given if Young Players are to share changing facilities with adults

· If Young Players are sharing changing facilities with adults, parents have the option to supervise them whilst they are changing.  The Club will make reasonable efforts to arrange this.

If this young player participates in adult cricket and does not change at home then:
· Please tick this box if he/she is not allowed to share changing facilities with adults
· Please tick this box if he/she needs parental supervision to change in the club
Player Consent
By signing below, I accept and will abide by all rules of the Club, the Club Constitution and its Code of Conduct.  I also accept and abide with the above policies.

Signed: ………………………………………………..  Print Name:  …………………………………………

Date:  ………………………………..
Consent by Parent/Legal Guardian
Under the above terms and conditions I confirm that I have legal responsibility for this young person and am entitled to give this consent.  I accept and will abide by all rules of the Club, the Club Constitution and its Code of Conduct.  I also accept and abide with the above policies.

Signed: ………………………………………………..  Print Name:  …………………………………………

Date:  ………………………………..
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Members Name:

 

Address:


Post Code:

Phone:







Mobile Phone:

With discretion, may we contact you at work? If yes please complete your Work Telephone Number:




Email address:

Please note all medical conditions that might be aggravated by participation in cricket and coaching sessions below:

The details supplied on this form will not be passed outside the membership of this club

Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy)  (……..../……..…./……….…..)
Type of Membership (please tick) (Membership is from 1st April 2011 to 31st March 2012)
· Senior Playing Member
- (i.e. over 17 on 1 September 2010)
£25.00 (if paid before 31st March 2011) or £30.00 (from 1st April) 
· Senior Playing Member
- in full time education

£  7.50 (if paid before 31st March 2011) or £10.00 (from 1st April)

· Non Playing Member





FREE

I enclose my annual subscription of £…………
Please return this form together with your membership subscription to:

Mr James Codd, Membership Secretary
10 The Close, Stadhampton, Oxfordshire, OX44 7TS
 (Cheques payable to Theale and Tilehurst Cricket Club)

When your completed membership form and payment has been received your details will be added to our list of members for the current year and you will be eligible for selection for our teams and to take part in other Club activities.  Members are reminded that Match Fees are payable on the day of the game and it is your responsibility to ensure the fee is paid on time.  Members with more than one match fee outstanding will be ineligible for selection until the debt has been cleared.

Please Note – You are only covered by the Club’s insurance if you have completed a membership form and have paid the appropriate subscription for the current year. The insurance cover includes personal accident, dental & optical treatment and temporary total disablement from attending occupation.  A summary of our cover is displayed in the pavilion.
Please register me as a member of Theale & Tilehurst Cricket Club for the 2011 Season.  I agree to abide by the Club Constitution, Club Rules and Codes of Conduct.

SIGNATURE:________________________________


DATE______________________________
Welfare of Young People Policy

T&TCC is committed to ensuring that the club provides a safe, friendly and enjoyable experience for children and vulnerable adults and has adopted the ECB’s Welfare of Young People in Cricket policy.  
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2011 Club Tour to Devon





This year's tour will again be a 5 game tour, the fixtures are detailed below.


�The accomodation for the Sunday, Monday and Tuesday night will be the � HYPERLINK "http://www.smithaleighhotel.co.uk/" \t "_blank" �Smithaleigh� hotel, located approx 10 miles north of Plymouth (approximately equi-distant from Holbeton and Cornwood). The accommodation for Wednesday night is located about 5 miles from the Feniton CC ground at the � HYPERLINK "http://www.turksheadlodge.co.uk" \t "_blank" �Turks head lodge�.


 


Sunday 24th - Holberton


Monday 25th - Whitchurch


Tuesday 26th - Cornwood


Wednesday 27th - Feniton


Thursday 28th - Farley








For more details or to book your place please contact John Morris, Fixtures Secretary on (0118) 954 9272 or 07906 247737. 





Places are limited so book early!
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